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Nick Wessell* – What does it mean for Americans? 

Putin's war on Ukraine is going badly for him. Can he salvage 
victory from the jaws of defeat? Three ways it could turn out.                                    

 

Putin rides with the Night Wolves. Yevgeny Prigozhin 
  

* Nick Wessell first visited the Soviet Union 3 years after Sputnik and 

three weeks after Gary Francis Powers was shot down in his U-2 spy plane 

overflying Russia. He studied under President Carter’s National Security 

Adviser, Zbigniew Brzezinski, at Columbia’s Russian Institute, researched 

the Soviet press at Moscow State University, receiving his PhD in 1972. 

He was a staff member for private visits to Moscow by Cabinet-level 

officials and businessmen before becoming director of the research office 

at the U. S. Information Agency, conducting the first government  polls of 

Russian public opinion during the Reagan Administration. He later taught 

at the US Coast Guard Academy. Nick has been a summer resident of 

Chebeague since 1951. 
 


